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BANGLADESH NATIONAL ARCHIVES

The word “archives” which is of Greek origin has been defined in the
Oxford English Dictionary as (1) a place in which public records or other
important historical documents are kept and (2) a historical record or
document so preserved.

Defination of Modern Archives.

The American Archivist T.R. Schellenberg . defined archives as “Those
records of any public or private institution which are adjudged worthy of
permanent preservation for reference and research purpose and which
have been deposited or have been selected for deposit in an archival
institution.” ( Modern Archives, University of Chicago Press, Chicago,
1956).

Archives are documents made or received and accumulated by a person or
organisation in the course of the conduct of affairs and preserved because
of their continuing value.

Historically, the term has often referred to more narrowly to non-current
records deposited or selected for deposit in an archival institution.
Archives are also part of our cultural heritage.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF BANGLADESH NATIONAL
ARCHIVES.

I. Introduction: The History of National Archives in the Indo-Bangladesh
Sub-continent is an old one. After the establishment of British Rule in the
Sub-continent the Secretariat administration with all its paraphernalia
began to develop. New ministries started functioning resulting in the
opening of new departments and offices. With the increase of Secretariat
files and records it was keenly felt to sort them out by transferring the
important ones to a central repository and destroying the useless one.
Hence the Imperial Record Department was established in Calcutta in
1891 which was later on transferred to Dell to be narfied as National
Archives of India.

1.1 After the partition of India in 1947 the National Archives of Pakistan
was established in Karachi in 1951 under the Directorate of Archives and
Libraries. After the Liberation of Bangladesh from the Pakistani
domination in 1971 the Government of the People’s Republic of
Bangladesh established National Archives of Bangladesh in 1973 in
Dhaka under the Directorate of Archives & Libraries.
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ORDINANCE

The Government has promulgated a National Archives Ordinance in 1983
in order to provide for the establishment of National Archives and for the
collection, preservation, maintenance and administration of permanent
records and archives of the Government.

OBJECTIVES
The main objectives of the National Archives are:—

to ensure official custody and physical safety of the archives of all
public offices and to make them available for reference and research;

to serve as the legal depository of all the records of the Government ;

to increase knowledge by providing information to the government
agencies and to the public ;

to strive for efficiency and economy in the administrative machinery
through systematic and proper management of modern records of the
government agencies.

FUNCTIONS

The principal functions of the National Archives are:—

to acquire and preserve government and private collections ;

to provide research facilities for the administrators and researchers and
the public ;

to provide technical and scientific advice on conservation and
restoration of records , books and other documentary materials ;

to give advice to public offices on records and archives management

to promote writers, researchers by awarding prizes and organising
exhibitions of records etc.

to inspect , examine and appraise the records of government agencies
and determine the records to be retained or destroyed;

to serve as the national repository for archival materials and to act as
the custodian for the preservation and conservation of the nation’s
documentary cultural heritage ;

to co-ordinate and maintain linkage with similar foreign organizations.
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THE HOLDINGS

DISTRICT RECORDS

Several thousands of district records dating from 1760s are available at the
National Archives of Bangladesh. The district records are the
correspondences from and to the district. The district records assumed the
character of local diary with the development of the East India Company’s
administration in general and the establishment of the Collectorship in
particular. They consisted of letters both received and sent, memoranda,
reports, petitions and official documents prepared by the District
Collector, his subordinate officials and documents prepared by the District
collector, his sub ordinate officials and the local people .on various
aspects of district administration and local condition. The District Records
are mainly in manuscript with the exception of some circular letters which
are in print.

Particulars of District records available in the National Archives of
Bangladesh are as follows:—

Name of District Period Total volume
Chittagong 1760—1900 538
Rangpur 1777—1878 S13
Comilla 1782—1868 465
Dhaka 1783—1859 189
Dinajpur 1786—1900 1116
Rajshahi 1782—1878 192
Mymensingh 1787—1869 37
Barisal 1 790—1887 371
Faridpur . 1799—1868 93
Sylhet 1777—1878 k- 7% <43
Pabna 1820—1886 267
Noakhali 1840—1879 91
Jessore 1786—1868 506
| Bogra 1783—1893 38
ey 8 Total : 4839
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GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL PROCEEDINGS / FILES.

The National Archives of Bangladesh has collected a considerable number
of proceedings volumes from the Bangladesh Secretariat Record Room
dating from1859 to 1964. The proceedings volumes records originated
during the time of the East India Company in course of their business
transaction and later on for administrative activities created by the central
government. The proceedings volumes mainly contain letters, orders,
resolutions, rules, reports etc. of the government.

DHAKA DIVISIONAL COMMISSIONER’S RECORDS

The National Archives has also a good number of valuable historical
records which have been collected from the Dhaka Divisional
Commissioner’s Office. These records cover the period from 1898—1971
and have been classified as: Revenue ; Judicial ; Court of Wards; General
Administration; Accounts; Development; General etc. Recently a large
number of Official Publications has also been collected from the Dhaka
Divisional Cmmissioner's Office.

COLLECTORATE RECORDS

The Natwonal Archives has also collected various District Collectorate
Records like Dhaka Collectorate Records 1889—1960: Jessore
Collectorate Records 1786—1868; Mymenshingh Collectorate Records
1880—1963; Faridpur Collectorate Records 1880—1947 and Bogra
Collectorate Records 1846—1876.

SYLHET PROCEEDINGS/FILES

There are records of the Sylhet District when it was a part of the Assam
Province. These are generally known as Sylhet Proceedings Records and
cover the period from 1874—1947. These are very valuable records and
provide an insight into the life and society of Sylhet during the colonial
period.

OLD MAPS

Numbers of Old Maps of Bengal and the Sub-continent of the period from
[854—1967 have been collected by the National Archives from the office
of the Dhaka Divisional Commissioner and various District Collectorate
Records Rooms. A list of Maps is given below:

Maps of several old Thanas of Dhaka; Maps of several old Districts;
Pargunah Maps of various Districts;
Maps of several Char areas;
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Maps of important Rivers:

Maps of Assam and Bengal;

Topographical Map of Assam and Bengal ,1923;
Maps of Bengal in the 19th century;

Survey Map of Pakistan,1950;

Political Map of East & West Pakistan:

Map of India ( River & Railways ) 1950;
Railway Map; Map of Dhaka Municipality.

GOVERNMENT PUBLICATION( 1800—1972)

Important and rare Administrative Reports, Rules, Parliamentary Papers
etc. called government publications form major items in the collection of
the National Archives.

GAZETTES

The National Archives of Bangladesh has collected Calcurta Gazettes and
Pakistan Gazettes from 1833—1990. The Bangladesh Gazettes are also
being regularly collected from the Controller of Printing and Stationary
Since, 1973.

ESTATE RECORDS

Estate Records are another valuable collections of the National Archives.
These are mainly old land records of two leading Zamindar families of
East Bengal. These are :

B Bhawal Raj Estate Records (1884—1946); and
¥ Nawab Estate Records (1820—1947).

EAST PAKISTAN & BANGLADESH PERIOD RECORDS.

Very few records have been acquired of the period of East#akistan and
Bangladesh from the Secretariat Record Room. These records cover the
Period from 1962—1975 and consist of a few files on—

@ Establishment;

b, Commerce;

€ Finance:

d. Cabinet Secretariat :
€ Political;

/£ Land acquisition.
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BANGLADESH TAXATION APPEALATE DIVISION RECORDS

The National Archives of Bangladesh has recently collected about four
thousands tax records from the Bangladesh Taxation Appellate Division.

NEWSPAPERS

Some important newspapers and periodicals have been acquired from the
Institute of Education & Research, University of Dhaka and Press
Information Department and other sources. Very recently the National
Archives has collected from the now defunct 'Dainik Bangla' newspaper
office large numbers of old dailies and weeklies covering the periods from
1960s to 1990s. The holdings of newspapers in the National Archives
cover the period from 1878—1998. The important amongst these are:

Bangla Papers

1. The Daily Azad 1947—1987

2. The Daily Ajker Kagoj 1992—1995

3. The Daily Al Amin 1994—1995

4. The Daily Ittefaq 1863—1997

5. The Daily Ingilab 1986—1997

6. The Daily Kishan 1982

7. The Daily Khabar 1986—1990

8. The Daily Ganakontho 1972—1982

9. The Daily Janakontho 1994—1997

10. The Daily Janata 1984—1998

11. The Daily Janapad 1973—1975, 1984—79
12. The Daily Dinkal 1994—1997

13. The Daily Desh 1979—1989

14. The Daily Purbadesh 1969—72, 1974—1975
15. The Daily Pakistan 1964—1971

16. The Dainik Bangla 1972—1997

17. The Daily Bangla Bazar 1994—1995

18. The Daily Banglar Bani July 1972, Aug. 1975, 1992—97
19. The Daily Bhorer Kagoj 1992—1997

20. The Daily Jugantor 1972—1975

21. The Daily Sangram 1970—1997

22. The Daily Sanbad 1969—1997
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English Papers
23. The Pakistan Observer 1961—1966, 1968—71
24. The Bangladesh Observer 1972—1997
25. The Bangladesh Times 1978—1997
26. The Daily News 1984—1988
27. The Daily Star 1991—1997
28. The Financial Express 1994—1997
29. The Independent 1995—1997
30. The Morning News 1962—1974
31. The Morning Post 1978—1979-
32. The New Nation 1981—1997

Foreign Papers
33. The Dawn 1946—1971
34. The Statesman 1946—1967
35. The Englishman 1878—1933
36. The Ananda Bazar 1972—1978
37. The Hindustan Standard 1972—1974
38. The Amrita Bazar Patrika 1972—1974
39. The Asia Week 1977—1988
40. The Far Eastern Economic Review 1976—1988
41. The Economist 1976—1988
PRESS CLIPPINGS

The National Archives of Bangladesh has also collected press clippings of
important newspapers from the Press Information Department of the
Government of Bangladesh. The clippings include important events and
subjects of the period covering the years 1962—1997.

-

MICROFILMS OF OLD RECORDS

The National Archives of Bangladesh has acquired 57 rolls of Microfilms
of Bengali Newspaper reports for the period from 1874—1916 from the
India Office Library, London with the financial assistance of the
UNESCO. The assistance was given through the 1.C.A.

A Microfilm copy of a Bengali manuscript was also received from the
National Archives Lisbon, Portugal.

O—
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PRIVATE COLLECTION

The National Archives of Bangladesh has acquired some papers and
documents of late Khan Bahadur Nawab Ali Chowdhury, a Muslim leader
and a former Minister of undivided Bengal.

ARCHIVES LIBRARY

The National Archives has also a Library where many rare books are
available. The total number of books are about five thousands and these
are utilized by research scholars.

RADIO MONITORING REPORTS

Daily Radio Monitoring Reports are being collected from the Bangladesh
Betar and preserved since the year 1987.

MEDICAL RECORDS

Numbers of medical records have been acquired from the Diabetic
Hospital-BARDEM.

OLD EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION RECORDS

National Archives has acquired old records from Barisal Zilla School:
St. Gregory High School and Pogose School of Dhaka; Hari Mohan
Institution of Nawabgonj (Rajshahi) and Satiantola Multilateral High
School and Gongaram Prasanna Kumar High School of Jessore.

INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATION

The National Archives of Bangladesh is a member of the International
Council on Archives, an adjunct to UNESCO. The National Archives of
Bangladesh is also a member of the South and West Asian Regional
Branch of the International Council on Archives commonly known as
SWARBICA.

MAIN DIVISIONS OF THE ARCHIVES

The main divisions of the National Archives of Bangladesh are:—
Archives Administration;

Records Management;

Preservation & Conservation;

Microfilming/Reprography;

Repositories;

Public Relations;

Exhibitions;

General Administration.
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USING THE RECORDS

The Research/Search Room contains ﬁnding'aids, summary list, Index
and catalogues to all records .

Research and Reference Services - The National Archives of
Bangladesh extends research and reference facilities to researchers
from within the country and abroad. The research scholars are given
all the facilities of research and reference on the materials available in
the National Archives.

ACCESS TO THE RECORDS

Public records deposited in the National Archives are open to the
scholars and public in general for research purpose.

Secret or national security records are not given to the scholars or
public without permission from the producers.

Individuals are required to submit applications for permission to
consult the records and books in the National Archives.

OPENING HOURS

9

AM.TO 4 P.M.

FROM SATURDAY TO WEDNESDAY.
THURSDAY 9 AM. TO 2 P.M.
GOVERNMENT HOLIDAY & FRIDAY CLOSED.

FOR FURTHER ENQUIRIES—
DIRECTOR, 2

D
A
D

[RECTORATE OF ARCHIVES AND LIBRARIES -
GARGAON, SHER-E-BANGLA NAGAR
HAKA-1207, BANGLADESH.

TEL: 9118704, 9129992, 328225, 9112733.
FAX: 880-2-9118704.
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Photographs on the activities of the National Archives

of Bangladesh and of some rare documents preserved
in the Archives.

WAFRE @ AR Wmewm Ao e v, #fre Sim Semm-ga
et wfterg woes wates i wfofrs comn e (ATSTF) |
Additional Deputy Commissioner (Revenue) of Mymensing handing over the
archival documents to the Director, Directorate of Archives and Libraries,
. Professor Dr. Sharif Uddin Ahmed.
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BATTLE of PLASSEY,
Gained by COLONEL CLIVE
June 23.‘175 7- ’

A silion of dhe Brisilh. Aewry at 8. in the Morning.
B Far Guns-advanced to check the fire of the French
Parly at the Tank D .
C.7% Nabob's Army..
DA Bt from whence the French Larty cunnoncded tll
3 os the dflernoon.when part of dhe Britifh Army lookt Poft
Hhere,and the Enemy retired wdhin their Entrenched Gamp .
K& T Redoubt and Mownd taken by dssank at % post 4.and
ik complaand the Fictory . ;
G Tihe Nahods FHunting Howne . The dotted Zine BE showr the
ancrondiment of the River aince the Battle .

e,

P JUEA W1, 20 FA d9¢4 |
Map of the Battle of Plassey, 28™ June 1757.
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Bigned seven tHings,

Bengal—No. I. Part I

No. 1.

TrEATY and AGREEMENT with SERAJAE Dowwa, 17587.

Serajoh Dowla Shab Kl

Dow.

KEhan Behander, Eilmt,
Jung, servant of King

Aalum

LIST OF DEMANDS.

Artior 1.

That the Company be not molested apon account of such pri-
vi as have beea granted them by the King’s Firmannd and
fHlm ulhookums, and the Firmaund and Husbulhookums in full
orce,

That the villages which were given to the Com y by the
Firmaund, but detsined from them by the Soubah, tnlikwia
allowed them, nor let any impediment or restriction be put upon
the Zemindars.

Axrtiors 2.

That all goods belonging to the English Company, and having
their Dustuck, do pass 13,7 b}\hn?lng water, in , Behar,
and Orissa, without paying any duties or fees of any kind w
ever ; and that the i Chokqdm, Guzerbauns, ete,, offer
them no kind of molestation upon this account, '

ArricLs 3, . x :

That restitution be made the Company of their factories and
settlements at Caloutta, Cossimbazar, Daccs, ete., which have been
taken from them,

That all money and effocts taken from the English Company,
their factors, and dependents, at the several settlements and aurungs,
be restored in the same condition. That an auiulmt in nm

w

be given for such 8 as are damaged, or lost,
shall be left to the abob’ajucﬁoetoddcrl:liu. :

T"%ty and Agreement of Nawab Sirajuddawla with the East India Company, 1757;

39¢ 4 AMH IR Frare- By mitera A 336 2w crsinfm wfeqa |




3;

4.::»&:

o:émm@ oy

slr Al

7

e CVZ,%JMM/&

MMHM/&

#‘{ 47“‘744‘*.-.?“
ffr & snpbisolins Zose. —

52, rcgecort Blad yruw il Bomocrnif b .
i, W/Mﬁ

w%m";fmf‘““z_,
uué’:/

o Zithin /zm HE SR
s 4HE T2
Y/ 7( o B o A.{,Ammfa{ﬁw
A Vpnithrad Dfousiand ol P FE
24

4 e
.@/ J%%;ﬁwé g

/%%f,ﬁwg
- ot 18T rwant

u.udm s AT

* "—-.._,

338 AT BOAGTS U1 A Dhaka
‘Englisti Spelling of Dhaka in 1824,




094

= HAACSA GFAFIL (ZCS AN, Soraw |
Court’s Order (Hand Written), 1858.
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Emergency Noticembout information of Language Movement, 1952,
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Directorate of

Radio Archives and Passport
Office Libraries Office

% Justice S.M. Murshed Sarani

e

1

Rokeya
Sarani

N
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Bus Stop
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AN
West & ' > East
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e
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Location of National Archives of Bangladesh -
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